Facial nerve paralysis with benign parotid masses.
Facial paralysis in the presence of a parotid mass has been associated classically with a presumed diagnosis of malignancy. However, isolated case reports have documented the occurrence of paresis or paralysis secondary to pathologically benign, nonneurogenic parotid lesions. These previous cases have been reviewed and three additional cases are described. Comparisons are made on age, sex, symptoms, physical findings, pathologic findings, and prognosis. Involvement of the seventh nerve may be explained on the basis of compression, especially in association with local inflammation. Although facial paralysis still should be considered indicative of a malignancy, it also may be caused by benign masses, particularly those associated with rapid enlargement and/or infection.